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ABSTRACT 



This study examines women’s experiences in pursuing careers 
in the arts or music. Data for the study was gathered through a survey mailed 
to a random sample of women graduates (n=73) from an internationally known 
school for music and art. While most survey questions were closed-ended and 
focused on demographic information, the most revealing information was found 
in participants' responses to open-ended questions which asked about specific 
events and college experiences that had encouraged or discouraged them from 
pursing careers in their majors. Grounded analysis of the data revealed 
connections between the messages women received and how such messages 
affected their careers. Messages were grouped according to the following 
characteristics: tone (positive or negative); whether the message applied 
only to women or could be equally applied to men; the sender and the sender's 
relationship to the woman. The study notes that the fields of music and the 
arts are almost devoid of cultural diversity and concludes that neither 
education nor society encourage women to freely develop their talents and 
creativity. It finds that in order for women to succeed in music and the 
arts, they must develop a strong self-esteem and the skills to contradict 
negative messages. (CH) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



ED 437 884 



Careers in Music and the Arts: The Messages Women Receive 



by Ann E. Fordon 
November 1999 










PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN GRANTED BY 

foKmfQ 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 



EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATIOr 
^ CENTER (ERIC) 

JMTThis document has been reproduced as 

□ Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



Points of view or opinions stated in this 

offteSmcD? n0t necessari| y represent 
official OERI position or policy. 



2 



32 7S(j> 



SCOPE OF INTEREST NOTICE 




Tha ERIC Facility has assigned 
this document for processing I 
to: 



In our judgment, this document 
is also of interest to the Clear- 
inghouses noted to the right. 
Indexing should reflect their 
special points of view. 




1 



Careers in Music and the Arts: The Messages Women Receive 

Why do women who have exceptional training and talent in music and the arts 
decide— or decide not— to pursue a career in these fields? And, why do women who 
intend to pursue music and the arts change their minds and pursue other fields? 
Using data gathered from a survey mailed to a random sample of women graduates 
from Midwest Arts Academy 1 , this study 2 analyzed the types of messages these women 
received about pursuing careers in music and the arts and speculates how these 
messages affected their career plans. 



There has been a steady increase in research concerning women, education, 
and the pursuit of careers. While early educational research focused on the general 
development and experiences of college students 3 (usually meaning only men), more 
current research has given special attention to educational issues and experiences 
specific to women 4 . In the field of music, recent attention has focused on the 
incorporation of feminist theory in the music curriculum 5 and on studies 



! This is a pseudonym for an internationally-known boarding school for music and 
the arts, located in the Midwestern United States. 

2 The original data for this article was included in the author's M.Ed. thesis entitled 
"The Relationship Between Post-Secondary Education and Women's Pursuit of 
Careers" (Cincinnati: University of Cincinnati, 1992). 

3 F. B. Brawer, New Perspectives on Personality Development in College Students 
(San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass Publishers, 1973); P. Madison, Personality 
Development in College (Reading, Massachusetts: Addison-Wesley Publishing 
Company, 1969); W. Perry, Forms of Intellectual and Ethical Development in the 
College Years (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1970) 

4 M. F. Belenky, B. M. Clinchy, N. R. Goldberger and J. M. Tarule, Women's Ways of 
Knowing: The Development of Self, Voice, and Mind (New York: Basic Books, Inc., 
1986); C. Gilhgan, In a Different Voice: Psychological Theory and Women's 
Development (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1982); D. C. Holland and M. A. 
Eisenhart, Educated in Romance: Women, Achievement, and College Culture 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1990) 

5 J. Bowers, "Feminist Scholarship and the Field of Musicology: II," College Music 
Symposium 29 (1989): 81-100; J. Bowers, "Feminist Scholarship and the Field of 
Musicology: II," College Music Symposium 30, no. 1(1990): 1-13; B. Coeyman, 
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